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ST. IGNACE – FOUNDED 1671

The City of St. Ignace (ig-nuss), is the third oldest continuous city in the United States. Located just north of the Mackinac Bridge, St. Ignace serves as the gateway to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and Mackinac Island. St. Ignace is surrounded on three sides by water, with fabulous sunrises over Lake Huron to the east, spectacular sunsets over Lake Michigan to the west, and the Straits of Mackinac connecting the two lakes to the south.  

With the French came Jesuit missionaries.  Father Jacques Marquette, a Jesuit Priest, arrived in the Straits of Mackinac and built a chapel on the shore of Lake Huron.  The area became known as St. Ignace, named after St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuit order of priests.

2.

Father Marquette served at the chapel until 1673 when he embarked on his famous exploration of the Mississippi River with Louis Joliet. During that trip, Marquette developed a fatal illness.  Knowing he was dying, he asked his friends to take him back to his beloved St. Ignace.  He died enroute and was buried near present-day Ludington.

Two year later a hunting party of Odawa Indians found Marquette’s grave, disinterred his remains, and brought them back to St. Ignace and buried him in a birch bark box under the chapel floor.  The site is now the location of the Marquette Mission Park and Museum of Ojibwa Culture in downtown St. Ignace. 

Meanwhile, the French settlement at St. Ignace boomed.  Between 1685 and 1690 the French build Fort de Buade to protect their interest in the fur trade.  At that time, the total French, Huron, Odawa and Ojibwa population exceeded the current population of the city.

In 1701, the commandant of the fort, Monsieur Antoine Cadillac, moved the French military presence to the Detroit area, and the fort at St. Ignace was abandoned.  In 1715, realizing their folly and fearing the presence of the British in this region rich in natural resources, the French 

re-established their presence in the Straits by constructing Fort Michilimackinac in Mackinaw City.

Look back into history for some amazing comparisons to show just how old 

St. Ignace is:

· In 1671, CHICAGO was still 133 years from being an organized city.

· DETROIT was formed in 1701, 30 years after St. Ignace.

· ST. LOUIS like CLEVELAND was founded in 1799.

· PITTSBURGH became a community in the year 1754; 83 years after 

St. Ignace.

· MILWAUKEE began its settlement 124 years after Pere Marquette came to St. Ignace.

· DALLAS is a modern day community being founded in 1844.

· KANSAS CITY is also a modern day community, settled in 1821

· UNITED STATES did not begin the Revolutionary War with England until 1776; 105 years after St. Ignace was functioning as a community.

Pere Marquette, using St. Ignace as his base of operation, discovered, explored and made the first maps of the Mighty Mississippi River and the entire shoreline of Lake Michigan.  While on this historic trip he camped at the present locations of Green Bay, Wisconsin; Chicago, Illinois; St. Louis, Missouri; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Escanaba, Michigan, and many other present day cities.  

We are extremely proud of our heritage and the historic importance of our founder, Pere Marquette.  Here are some current facts about St. Ignace:

· Population



2,500

· City Government


City Manager & Council

· Taxes




No City or County earnings taxes

· Major Industry



Tourism

· Major Highways



I-75 & US-2

· Newspaper (weekly)


The St. Ignace News

· Medical Facilities


Mackinac Straits Hospital

  





    & Health Center

(Long-term & Acute Care)

· Electric Service



Edison Sault Electric & Cloverland Eletric
· Water Service



City of St. Ignace 906-643-9671
· Library




City of St. Ignace – 906-643-8318
· County Name



Mackinac

· County Seat



St. Ignace

· County Population


11,000

· Mackinac County Airport

Owned by:  County of Mackinac

Air service provided by:  Great Lakes- Air 906-643-7165
Use:  General aviation, general utility 

Runway:  3800’ x 75’

Surface:  Concrete

Attended:  Dawn to Dusk

Fuel:  100 LL

Maintenance:  Great Lakes Air is the 

                        F.B.O provider

Contact: Great Lakes Air – 906-643-7165

TIMBER

In the mid-1800’s, the population of St. Ignace began to swell as Upper Peninsula logging and commercial fishing went into full swing.  By the 1930’s, most of the Eastern Upper Peninsula’s virgin forest had fallen under the axe and saw of the early loggers.  Timber production plummeted just as the whole country was plunged into the Great Depression.

In an attempt to reclaim and rehabilitate the timber resources of the Eastern Upper Peninsula, the Marquette National Forest – now known as the Hiawatha National Forest – was established in 1931.  Between 1933 and 1942, the Forest Service undertook and extensive program of tree planting, road building, campground construction and wildlife habitat improvement with labor provided by the Civilian Conservation Corps created by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The Round Lake CCC Camp was located near St. Ignace at the trailhead of the modern-day Sand Dunes Cross Country Ski Trails on Brevort Lake Road.  A memorial to their efforts has been erected at that site.

FISHING

The history of the Straits has always been interwoven with the fishing resources of the Great Lakes.  The abundant stocks of fish were a food staple for the native people and early European traders and settlers.  Commercial fishing during the last half of the 1800’s and early part of the 1900’s dominated life in St. Ignace.  The fishing industry still provides many jobs for residents of St. Ignace and the Straits.  Several varieties of fresh fish, including Whitefish, Perch, Trout and Walleye, are featured on menus at many area restaurants.

SEA STACKS

Several unique rock formations, called “sea stacks”, are found in the Straits area.  They are made of Mackinac breccia, a type of limestone formed when the roofs of deep caves collapsed into stacks of fragmented rock.  Minerals in the circulating groundwater cemented the loose piles of rock, creating much harder formations than the surrounding limestone.  Years later, erosions from melting glaciers peeled away the softer rock, leaving the formations we see today.  St. Anthony’s Rock and Castle Rock in St. Ignace and Arch Rock on Mackinac Island are examples of this type of rock.  Standing 198.5 feet above ground level, Castle Rock was once used by the Ojibwa Indians as an ancient lookout point.   Today a stairway brings visitors to the top where a magnificent view of the Straits of Mackinac and Mackinac Island can be enjoyed.  

Is it Mackinac or Mackinaw?

Originally called Michinni-makinong by the native peoples, the name was shortened and corrupted over its long history by the French and British settlers.   In the 1600’s, French explorers originally heard and pronounced the ending as “aw”, which translated to their spelling as “ac”.  Thus, under their rule, Michilimackinac, Fort Mackinac, Mackinac Island, and the Straits of Mackinac were identified.  Later, upon the arrival of the British to Straits, the village established as Mackinaw City, pronounced as “aw” was also spelled that way.  No matter how it is spelled, it is always pronounced as “aw”. 

Mackinac Island, called Michilimackinac, or “Great Turtle”, by early Chippewa Indians because of it’s turtle-like shape, is about 3½ miles across, and lies about 5 miles off the St. Ignace mainland.

In 1875, Congress named Mackinac Island our second National Park, 3 years after Yellowstone became the first.  It was later deeded over to the State of Michigan.  Today, 86% of the Island is part of the Mackinac Island State Park.

Highway M-185 circles the Island and is probably the only state highway in the nation on which no motor vehicle accident has ever occurred.  Automobiles are banned on the Island, and transportation is by bicycle, foot, or horse-drawn carriages.  To meet emergency needs, an ambulance and fire truck are available but not seen unless needed.

Frequent ferry departures are offered daily to Mackinac Island from St. Ignace across the five-mile-wide stretch of Lake Huron.  The major Island tourism facilities are open from May to late October and a number of businesses remain open year-round to accommodate winter tourism on the Island.  Approximately 475 people live there year-round.  When the Lake Huron freezes, residents reach the mainland by airplane.  When the “ice-bridge” forms between Mackinac Island and St. Ignace, the adventurous cross by snowmobile following a trail marked by discarded Christmas trees.

The Six “F’s” of Mackinac Island

Complied by Phil Porter, Director, Mackinac State Historic Parks

Each “f” has a specific function in remembering Mackinac Island history.

FAITH

American Indians considered Mackinac Island a sacred and special place.  It is the belief of the Anishnabe tribes (Odawa, Ojibwa and Potawatomi) that Gitchi Manitou (the Great Creator) created Mackinac Island as the first land after the great flood and reestablished man here.  Anishnabe people came to the island for sacred and ceremonial purposes during their travels to fish, harvest and hunt in this area.  French Jesuit missionaries later came to the island first to spread their word of Christianity to the American Indian people.  In the 1820’s Evangelical protestants established the “Mackinac Mission” on Mackinac Island.

FURS

At the same time that missionaries came to the new world, fur traders arrived as well.  They wanted to acquire the many different animal pelts that were available in the Great Lakes region.  During the winter, traders exchanged European-manufactured goods for pelts in the wilderness and brought the furs to the Straits of Mackinac for shipment to the east (primarily Montreal and New York).  The furs were then shipped to Europe where they were used for garments; especially the fashionable beaver felt hats.  Furs were the main business of the area.  St. Ignace was the first trading station (1670’s-1690’s) then Michilimackinac, in modern day Mackinaw City, was the depot (1715-1780) and finally Mackinac Island (1781-1840’s).

FORTS

The French, British and Americans all manned military forts inorder to help protect their interest in the fur trade.  Fort DeBuade at St. Ignace was the first fort; Fort Michilimackinac was built in 1715 and moved by British troops to Mackinac Island where Fort Mackinac was established in 1780.  American troops remained at Fort Mackinac until 1895.  Both Fort Michilimackinac and Fort Mackinac are United States National Historic Landmarks.

FISH  

After the fur trade moved further west, fishing came into popularity.  Whitefish and Lake Trout thrived in the cool waters of the Great Lakes. Just as before, Mackinac Island served as a depot to bring in the catch and package the fish for further shipment.  This industry employed many people who were first involved with the fur trade.  People could fish, make barrels and shipping crates, or transport the fish.

FUN  

After the Civil War, Mackinac Island became a popular area for summer vacations.  The island’s natural beauty, historic charm and healthy environment made it an ideal destination for summer travelers.  In 1875 the federal government established Mackinac National Park, thereby preserving this enchanted island for many generations of visitors.  Tourism has remained the dominant industry on Mackinac Island since the 1860’s.  

FUDGE 

Mackinac Island and fudge – the place and the product have been inseparable for more than seventy-five years.  Along with riding bikes, taking a carriage tour and visiting the fort, buying a box of fudge has been a “must-do” Mackinac Island activity since The Roaring Twenties.  The story begins many decades ago as Mackinac Island was transforming itself from a fur and fish market into a popular summer resort.  Shops stocked with merchandise for tourists replaced fur warehouses, cooper shops and fish net stores.  Candy makers laid claim to a portion of the tourist market and eventually discovered that the process of making fudge was as important as the sweet product.  Today fudge making is a multi-million dollar a year business and an important part of the character of modern Mackinac Island.  

The Mackinac Bridge

The Mackinac Bridge is the world’s longest suspension bridge between cable anchorages.

  Total length (with approaches………………………..5 miles (26,372 feet)

  Total length of suspension bridge……………………8,614 feet

  Height of Main Towers above water…………….…552 feet

  Height of Roadway above water……………..…….199 feet

  Under clearance for ships at midspan……………155 feet

  Maximum depth of water at midspan…..……….295 feet

  Bridge opened………….…………………… November 1, 1957

  Total cost………..……………………………………….$99,800,000

In the early 1900’s the few cars traveling the Straits crossed on railroad ferries, at a cost of $40.00 each!  In 1923 the Michigan State Ferry Service was established to transport autos between St. Ignace and Mackinaw City at the reasonable cost of $2.50.

During the first year, 10,351 vehicles made the 1-hour crossing.  By 1950, over 600,000 vehicles were crossing each year.  Summer weekends, holidays and hunting season brought lineups for several miles and waits of 6-12 hours.

When the Mackinac Bridge replaced the Ferry Service in 1957, the State Ferry Service had safely transported more than 12 million vehicles.  In its first year of operation, the Mackinac Bridge recorded 140,000 vehicle crossings.  Today, the Mackinac Bridge provides safe crossings for over 4.5 million vehicles annually.  For more information visit www.mackinacbridge.org

NORTHERN MICHIGAN DELICACIES

PASTY

What is a pasty (pass-tee)?  In the mid-1800’s Cornish and Scandinavian immigrants who came to work in the Upper Peninsula iron and copper mines brought recipes for “miners pockets” – traditionally this meal-in-one contained a delicious combination of roast beef, potatoes, carrots, onion, and rutabaga, seasoned and wrapped and baked in a flaky, lard-based crust.   Wives would bake the pasties early in the morning and pack them in metal lunch pails to be eaten by their husbands and sons in the mines.  Miners would remove their lunch pail lid, turn it upside down and warm their pasty over a candle.  Yum! Today people often add ketchup or gravy to the top and enjoy the treat that has become an Upper Peninsula tradition. 

WHITEFISH

Lake Whitefish are cool, fresh water fish that generally live in large lakes and rivers.  The whitefish is a slender fish with elongated body averaging about 15 inches in length and weighing up to 20 pounds in the Great Lakes.  The largest Whitefish on record was caught off Isle Royal in 1918 weighing 42 pounds.   Whitefish are known for their exceptionally fine flavor and is considered one of the valuable commercial freshwater fish.  Whitefish are caught commercially in gillnets or trapnets (rarely by hook).  

FUDGE

The opening of the Grand Hotel and the tradition of fudge making on Mackinac Island began in the summer of 1887.  At that time the Island was a summer resort destination.  Newton Jerome Murdick, a painter and carpenter by trade, thought sweets would make a nice gift for visitors to take back home so he took his mother’s recipe to a downtown shop and began his candy-making career.  Mr. Murdick sold his candy business to Marvin May, a member of the candy-making May family who came to the island from Kansas.  After WWII, in the 50’ and 60’s, fudge grew very popular.  Until the 50’s, there were only four flavors – chocolate, vanilla, rum and maple, all containing pecans.  In 1954, the Marshall family moved their candy making business from Mackinac Island to St. Ignace, and in the 50’s added new flavors and started using black walnuts as well as pecans.  Fudge prices in 1954 were $1/pound; $1.10 in 1955; $1.20 in 1956. 

Upper Peninsula Facts

The Upper Peninsula boasts 1,700 miles of Great Lakes shoreline bordering Lakes Superior, Michigan and Huron; 4,300 inland lakes; 12,000 miles of clear, unpolluted streams.  Lake Superior is the largest of the Great Lakes in surface area and volume.  It could contain all the Great Lakes plus three more lakes the size of Lake Erie.  French explorers referred to their discovery as “le lac superieur” meaning “Upper Lake” above Lake Huron.  The Chippewa Indian translation is “Kitchi-gummi” and means Great-water or Great-lake.  Lake Huron is the third largest of the Great Lakes at 223 miles long and 183 miles wide.  It was named by French for the Huron Indians who inhabited its shores.  Lake Michigan is the world’s sixth largest lake, stretching 307 miles from the Mackinac Bridge south to Chicago.  It is 118 miles wide with 2,730 miles of shoreline.  Lake Michigan is the only one of the Great Lakes with shores entirely within the U.S. Border. 

150 of Michigan’s 152 waterfalls are located in the Upper Peninsula, the most spectacular of which is Tahquamenon Falls.  The Tahquamenon River plunges over the Upper Falls, a 50-foot drop with a 200-foot breadth, and flows downstream to the Lower Falls, a series of cascades.  The tea-colored river gathers its coloring from the tannin of the tamarack swamps through which it flows, a 900 square mile drainage system and Michigan’s largest swamp.

Michigan is made up of two peninsulas.  Lower Michigan, shaped like your right hand mitten, and the Upper Peninsula, shaped like your left mitten on its side – with some imagination!  The two peninsulas are separated by a five-mile passage of water – the Straits of Mackinac – and connected by the Mackinac Bridge. 

Modern history of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula began in 1835, when the Michigan Territory was seeking admission to the Union, the U.S. Congress forced Michigan to accept “the barren waste of the Upper Peninsula” in exchange with Ohio for the Toledo Strip.

Michigan’s territorial delegate to Congress was furious.  He was known to have said, “This barren country can supply us with no more than a little bear meat for delicacy now and then.”  Even the discovery of copper the following year, followed by discoveries of iron, gold and silver, failed to excite downstate citizens.  Now rich in raw resources, the Upper Peninsula has become one of the State’s choice tourism destinations.

St. Ignace Services

All addresses are St. Ignace, MI 49781 unless otherwise stated.

SCHOOLS

St. Ignace Area Schools


LaSalle High School – 906-643-8800

W429 Portage Street 


Middle School – 906-643-7822




Elementary – 906-643-8500

Moran Township School (Gros Cap)
906-643-7970

W1828 Gros Cap Road

St. Ignace Head Start


906-643-7933

365 Reagon Street

Sault Tribe Head Start


906-643-9733

225 Wa Seh Drive

MEDICAL

Mackinac Straits Hospital


906-643-8585

1140 N. State Street
Hiawatha Behavioral Health

906-643-2100

114 W. Elliott Street

LMAS District Health Dept.


906-643-1100

749 Hombach Street

LMAS Home, Health, Hospice

906-643-7700

124 W. Elliott

Sault Tribe Lambert Medical Center
906-643-8689   -  1140 N. State Street

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

First National Bank of St. Ignace

906-643-6800

132 N. State Street

UP State Credit Union


906-643-8138

W 336 US-2, PO Box 246

Central Savings Bank


906-643-9886

430 N. State Street

GOVERNMENT

City of St. Ignace



906-643-9671 (City Manager)

396 N. State Street



906-643-8545 (City Clerk)

Mackinac County Court House

906-643-7300

100 S. Marley Street

UP Post Office



906-643-9880

310 S. State Street

MISCELLANEOUS

St. Ignace News



906-643-9150

359 Reagon Street

Secretary of State



888-767-6424 (prompts “more info”)
364 N. State Street

Michigan Works!



906-643-8158

6 E. Spring Street

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Ambulance, Fire Department, State
911

Police, City Police, Mackinac County

Sheriff

RENTALS

Bridge View Apartments


906-643-9363

Charters Cove (Seniors)


906-643-9363

Mackinac Manor



906-643-9700

St. Ignace Apartments


906-643-6704

St. Ignace Senior Housing


906-643-7884 ex.20

Mission Heights Apartments

906-643-4000

UTILITIES

Spectrum (Cable TV) 


906-235-7822    

Cloverland Electric Co.


800-562-4953
SemcoEnergy Gas Co.


810-887-4208
Waste Management 


 
906-635-5774
REAL ESTATE

Mackinac Properties



                                        906-643-9242
Northern Mi. Vacation Properties & Rentals



800-819-3225
